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ENVIRONMENT — GOVERNMENT’S 2008 ELECTION COMMITMENTS 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [9.06 am]: I am proud to stand today to 
inform the house of the fulfilment of all environmental commitments made by the Liberal–National government 
during the 2008 election campaign. A number of promises were made for a variety of reasons. Because of 
significant investment, hard work, good management and commitment, I am proud to inform the house that all of 
our environmental promises have been fulfilled.  

One of the most significant fulfilled commitments is the Kimberley science and conservation strategy, which 
was developed by this government and has had $63 million committed for its implementation. This is a 
sevenfold increase on the $9 million promised in the run-up to the election. It provides a vision for conservation 
in the region, which involves roles for many partners in the community, industry and government and non-
government organisations. The government also has delivered on its promise to afford greater protection for the 
Great Western Woodlands, an area extending over 16 million hectares and containing the largest intact system of 
forest and woodlands in an arid environment in the world. We have delivered on a four-year $6 million 
environmental community grants program, with 588 grants delivered to community groups and individuals in the 
past four years. These grants have helped grassroots projects that were previously ignored as being too small to 
warrant attention. We have exceeded our commitment to the Kununurra-based Kimberley Toad Busters, with 
$1.5 million in grants delivered over five years. In relation to environmental compliance, this government has 
increased the number of environmental investigators, particularly in regional centres, to strengthen 
environmental monitoring and compliance programs. This was done to try to ensure that we will never again see 
the dreadful and shameful contamination of an entire community, as happened in Esperance under the watch of 
members opposite. Moving forward, the state now has a waste strategy that provides a blueprint for long-term, 
continuous improvement of waste services, with defined targets for waste reduction, recovery and diversion from 
landfill. The government has also greatly increased penalties for illegal dumping and littering.  

We have honoured our commitment to overhaul environmental approvals through the creation of an independent 
Office of the Environmental Protection Authority to service the Environmental Protection Authority, and 
amendments to the Environmental Protection Act to streamline appeals. We have reduced the number of levels 
of EPA assessment from five to two, clarified parallel processing and decision making, and removed constraints 
on decision makers in minor or preliminary works, while at the same time ensuring that the transparency and 
accountability of the environmental impact assessment process is maintained and improved.  

It is a long list, but with the recent approval of a climate change strategy entitled Adapting to our Changing 
Climate, all of our environmental commitments made in the lead-up to the 2008 election have now been met. 
Clarity on national policy direction has emerged only recently with the commencement of the carbon price and 
the carbon farming initiative in particular. This has allowed the focus of the state strategy on adaptation to be 
determined and a strategic framework to be established for agencies to develop their own responses to climate 
change adaptation for implementation. The state government’s climate change strategy, Adapting to our 
Changing Climate, is now available on the Department of Environment and Conservation’s website. This is an 
outstanding record of achievement in terms of conserving the nature of WA while at the same time ensuring 
development can proceed for the benefit of all Western Australians.  
 


	ENVIRONMENT — GOVERNMENT’S 2008 ELECTION COMMITMENTS
	Statement by Minister for Environment


